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the typhoid bacillus is an aerobian organism---i.e., requires
air-and consequently can exist to a greater extent in the

gravels than in the clays. The fact established by this inves-
tigation is that the part of Dublin supposed to be water-
logged-that is, that lying nearest to the liver Liffey-is
the driest part. It seems very probable that typhoid fever
has become endemic in late years-in the same way as
diphtheria, notwithstanding all the great hygienic improve-
ments in London is increasing in that city, and, indeed, in
many others. Further, in many American cities which

formerly had little or no typhoid fever that disease has of
late years been steadily increasing.

Small-pox in -Ki??g’s Country.
Isolated cases of this disease have occurred in Birr district.

In the Portumna workhouse a ca,se is being treated by the
medical staff, while in Edenderry there have been several
cases, with two deaths. In another case a tramp was
admitted to the workhouse with the disease, and the various
places at which he slept have been disinfected. Both the
Portumna and Edenderry boards cf guardians have adopted
precautions against the disease spreading.

Queen’s College, Belfast : the President’s Annual Report.
From the report of the President, the Rev. Dr. Hamilton,

for the session 1893-94 I find that 112 new students entered
Queen’s College last session, while the total number enrolled
in the various faculties was 429, distributed as follows : in
the Faculty of Arts, 147 ; in the Faculty of Law, 32 ; in the
School of Engineering, 6; and in the Faculty of Medicine, 248-
that is, the medical students number more than one-half of
all the students in attendance at the College. During the past
session 13 ladies were in attendance. Of the total students
373 came, as might be expected, from Ulster. The only
changes in the professoriate are in the Faculty of Medicine,
in which Dr. John W. Byers has been appointed Professor of
Midwifery and Gyn&aelig;cology in place of Dr. R. F. Dill,
deceased; Dr. Johnson Symington, Professor of Anatomy,
in the place of Dr. Redfern, resigned ; and, owing to the
munificence of the Dunville family, a new Professorship
of Physiology has been created, and to this chair Dr. W. H.
Thompson has been elected. Dr. W. H. Barrett has resigned
the Lectureship on Pathology, and in his place, during the
summer session, Dr. W. Russell of Edinburgh was appointed
to lecture. In April last a very fine new chemical laboratory
was opened, and through the kindness of an old student,
Mr. James Wilson, M.E., Old Forge, Belfast, a photographic
studio has been erected in the quadrangle and placed in
the care of the Professor of Chemistry. A pharmaceutical 
laboratory has also been fitted up during the year, and
Dr. V. Fielden has been placed in charge of it under the
superintendence of the Professor of Materia Medica. At the

request of the President, the Lords of the Treasury have
sanctioned the immediate commencement of a new building
for a physiological and pathological laboratory, and it is

contemplated to provide room in this new place for such a
biological laboratory as Dr. Cunningham, the Professor of
Natural History, has long wanted. Professor Symington has
been appointed curator of the medical museum. It will thus
be seen, as the President remarks, that the College has made a
large advance during the year in the various scientific depart-
ments towards fully equipping itself with those facilities for
practical work and teaching which are imperatively demanded
in the present day. The President says that the Belfast
Medical School is now in every respect singularly strong, and
never probably in the history of the College was it so well
fitted for its great mission. The work of the school, owing
to the institution of new professorships and lectureships, has
been specialised to an extent which must prove of the utmost
importance to the promotion of medical science in the North
of Ireland. The College library now contains 52, 000 volumes,
and a new catalogue is being prepared. As a result of the

great bazaar held in May there will, with the subscriptions
previously received, be about E- 8000 available for the estab-
lishment of the College Union. The conduct of the students

during the year was admirable, and no student was charged
before the College council with any offence.

Queen’s College, Cork.
The annual report of the President for the session 1893-94

has been issued. The number of students on the books of
the College during the session was 252, of whom twelve were
non- matriculated. The number of students entered in the
Faculty of Medicine was 195. The President draws attention
to the necessity for a new chemical laboratory, and hopes
that during the coming session the Government may be

enabled to erect a building so much required by the growing
demand for instruction in physical science. An extraordinary
visitation was held on the 16th and 17th of May, a report of
which appeared in THE LANCET at the time.

Health nf Ireland for June Quarter.
The births during the quarter numbered 27,647, showing

an annual rate of 24-0, and the deaths 21,378, or 18-6. The
birth-rate for the quarter was 0-5 under the average rate for
the corresponding quarter of the past ten years, and the
death-rate 0’3 under the average. Measles, whooping-cough.
and scarlet fever among children, and some pulmonaryaffec-
tions among the population generally, were prevalent in

many districts, as also typhoid fever in a few localities ; but
measured by the statistics of mortality the state of the

public health in Ireland last quarter was fairly satisfactory.
A death from small-pox was recorded in Antrim union, being
the first since the last quarter of 1891. Measles caused 472
deaths, or 210 in excess of the average ; scarlet fever 149 ;
typhus fever 76, or 14 under the average for the past five
years; whooping-cough 262, or 42 below the average; and

typhoid fever 189 deaths, or 41 above the average. Com-
pared with the corresponding quarter of 1893, the returns of
pauperism show an increase of 1089, or 27 per cent., in the
average number of workhouse inmates on Saturdays during
the quarter, and a decrease of 682, or 1’2 per cent., in the
average number of persons receiving out-door relief.

Bantry Work7aome Water-supply.
At a recent meeting of the Bantry guardians a report

was received from the city and county analyst on two samples
of water submitted to him for examination. An analysis
of the water from the men’s side of the workhouse showed
that a large amount of nitrogenous organic matter was
dissolved. The chlorides were high, and the fact that
nitrates were present showed that the water was contaminated
with sewage and therefore quite unfit for drinking purposes,
and should not be used unless previously boiled." The
examination of the well water for the women showed equally
bad results, and it was apparent that both supplies were
quite unfit for use, and could not be used without serious
risk of spreading disease. In face of this evidence it will

hardly be believed that the guardians took no action in the
matter, the chairman remarking that they had enough of
taxation. They will probably wait until they are forced by

the Local Government Board to obtain a proper supply ofwater for the inmates of the workhouse.

Objections to Vaccination.
In the Northern Divisional Police-court last week Mr.

Glynn was summoned for refusing to bring his child to the
dispensary to have it vaccinated. He stated that he had
conscientioas objections to having his child vaccinated. He
had been summoned before for this offence, but the presiding
magistrate allowed the matter to stand, pending the report of
the Royal Commission relating to this question. Mr. O’Donel
said he could not have regard to Mr. Glynn’s conscientious
objection, which could not stand in the way as against the
operation of the Vaccination Act, and fined him 10s., and 10s.
costs.

Deat7tfpom Hydrophobia.
A young lad named McCarthy died lately in the Meath

Hospital from hydrophobia contracted from a dog which bit
him two months previously. He was bitten on the back of
his hand, but thought nothing of it until a few days ago,
when symptoms of the disease appeared.

Charitable Bequests.
By the will of the late Mr. Gervas Taylor the following

sums have been left to medical charities :-Hospital for
Incurables, &pound;1000 ; Cork-street Fever Hospital, &pound;2503;
Mercers’ Hospital, .E1000; St. Vincent’s Hospital, .E1000;
Mater Misericordi&aelig; Hospital, .E1000 ; National Eye and Ear
Infirmary, .E250 ; Coombe Lying-in Hospital, &pound;1000; Ade-
laide Hospital, &pound;5000; Meath Hospital, .E5COO; Sir P. Dun’s
Hospital, &pound;2500 ; Convalescent Home, Stillorgan, .E2500;
Stewart Institution for Idiots, &pound;2500 ; and the City of Dublin
Hospital, .62500. 

______________

RUSSIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Proposed Medical School for Women in St. Petersburg.
HITHERTO Russian women desirous of entering the medical

profession have been compelled to seek their education in
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foreign countries. It is now proposed to found a Female
Medical Institute in St. Petersburg, where women will be
able to pass through a full curriculum and receive a diploma
to practice, under the title of "Zhenshtchina-Vratch," or
"woman-doctor." The scheme of the Institute will come
before the Imperial Council this autumn, and, if approved
of, the ImstitTite should not be long in getting under
way. The St. Petersburg Town Council has promised
,to provide it with premises free of charge, and with
clinical accommodation in the city hospitals. It is
desired that the Institute should be endowed to such extent
as to yield an annual income of 63,000 roubles (about
&pound;6500) ; two-thirds of such a sum are already promised, and
it is hoped that the remainder may be made up by donations
and the fees of students. The scheme proposes a curriculum
of four years, followed by two years’ practical work in
obstetric hospitals and in special cliniques for diseases of
women and children.

Seasonal Prevalence of Zymotic Diseases ia Russia.
In the annual reports upon the health of the Russian Empire

for the years 1888, 1889, and 18911 the monthly distribution
of the principal zymotic diseases is shown in tabular form. The
figures are not without interest. They are confessedly incom-
plete, but they are presumably drawn from the same sources in
each year, and, as they amount in the aggregate to about
B.00,000 deaths from each of the principal diseases, they may
with safety be used for drawing conclusions. Small-pox
mortality was in each of the three years low in the summer
months, falling to an absolute minimum in August, and high
in the winter months, rising to a maximum in December or
January. The curve of the disease, therefore, closely corre-
sponded with that generally observed in England and other
countries. Scarlet fever mortality was in each year low in
the spring and high in the autumn, the minimum occurring
in April or May, and the maximum in September or October. 
Diphtheria showed a similar curve, the mortality falling in
April and May, and rising slightly later than that of scarlet
’:fever to a maximum in November. This coincidence of diph-
theria prevalence with the long and very damp Russian autumn
is of significance. The curve of measles mortality showed a
double rise, the first in the months of March, April, and
May, the second in the months of November, December, and
January. This occurred in each of the three years, and in
each year the fall in the summer was to a lower point than
that in February. Deaths from whooping-cough failed to show
any very definite relation to season. Typhus fever mortality
was low from June to September, and high from November
to April, the absolute maximum occurring in each of the
three years in March. The deaths from enteric fever were
constantly low in June and July, and high in October,
November, and December. Relapsing fever was generally
more fatal in the winter and less so in the spring
and summer. Dysentery and diarrhceal diseases showed
a fall, almost to zero, in the winter months, a slight
rise in June, and a sharp rise to a high maximum in July
or August. In brief, the seasonal curves of the nine
cymotic diseases named were almost exactly parallel with
those observed for the same diseases in England and else-
where.

The Cholera Epidemic.
Cholera is still prevalent in St. Petersburg. Since my last

note a second rise has occurred in the daily numbers of cases
and deaths. The records sank steadily until Aug. 4th-5h
(Old Style), when only 8 fresh cases of cholera occurred,
and the number under treatment had diminished to
07. From that date the figures began to rise again as

steadily as they had sunk, and on Aug. 16th-17th there were
66 fresh cases, the total number under treatment

having risen to 208. At present the epidemic is
 again declining ; 15 fresh cases of cholera were

- admitted yesterday, and 116 persons remain in hospital. In
the provinces cholera has spread widely in the past few
weeks. Of the sixty governments in European Russia the
mames of thirty-five appear in the last two weekly reports
upon the cholera epidemic. In many governments the figures
are small, but in others they are high. In the week ending
Aug. 6th there were over 1000 cases and over 500 deaths in
each of the governments of Warsaw, Kielce, Radom, and
Grodno. Most of the Polish governments and those adjoin-
ing are suffering severely from the disease.

St. Petersburg, Aug. 26th (Sept. 7th).

1 The table is omitted in the report for 1890, the returns having been
thought too imperfect.

AUSTRALIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Sanatorium for Infectious Diseases at Melbourne.
THE Health Act of Victoria enacts that hospital accommo-

dation for cases of infectious disease is to be provided by the
municipalities (who are the local boards of health), and that
all cases of small-pox, cholera, typhus fever, yellow fever, or
other virulent infective diseases must be isolated. Complaints
have frequently been made as to the inadequacy of the pro-
visions so far made for these purposes, and the Board of
Health, with representatives of the municipalities concerned,
recently inspected the sanatorium at Williamstown, to ascer-
tain its condition. They found that it was eminently unsatis-
factory. The grounds were undrained, the buildings flimsy and
draughty, and the accommodation insufficient. The Board
of Health then convened a meeting of delegates from the
municipalities to decide what should be done. Dr. Gresswell,
the medical inspector and acting chairman of the Board,
suggested the advisability of utilizing a ship, anchored in the
bay, as the most economical and safest arrangement for a
hospital for the isolation of infectious diseases ; but the

delegates carried an unexpected resolution to the effect that
as small-pox, cholera, and yellow fever are not endemic in
Australia, the prevention of their introduction, and also the
stamping of them out when introduced, should be a national
undertaking, the funds for which should be provided by the
Government and not by the municipalities.

Hospital Appointments in Adelaide.
The election of the medical staff affords an almost perennial

source of scandal in most of the Australian hospitals, no
matter what system is adopted. At the Adelaide Hospital the
staff is appointed every three years by the board of manage-
ment. Dr. A. A. Lendon, lecturer on clinical medicine at
the Adelaide University, and one of the best known of the
South Australian physicians, has been physician to the hos-
pital for some years, and, as the board admit, has done his
work most satisfactorily. At the election held recently he
was rejected in favour of Dr. A. A. Hamilton, apparently
on the ground that "their qualifications being equal"
(Dr. Lendon is an M. D. Lond., Dr. Hamilton, M.B.Dub.) "it
was to the advantage of the institution to make occasional
changes in the staff." With the following comments made in
the leading columns of the S’outh Australian -Register most
people will probably agree. "The treatment meted out to
Dr. Lendon has been exceptionally ungracious and invidious
...... and it is a poor reward for faithful services on the partof a medical man, of whose competency there is no doubt, to
be told, It is true you have served us well, that you stand
high in your profession, that you have every qualification for
the office you have held, but there is someone else whom we
think equally capable, therefore you must stand aside.’ "

The Cliairmans72ip of tke Board of Health, Victoria.

Among the retrenchment arrangements of the Victorian
Government is the transference of the chairman of the Board
of Public Health to the vacant position of under-secretary, and
the amalgamation, without increase of salary, of the position
of chairman and medical inspector of the Board. The various
municipalities, however, who elect the members of the Board
have opposed this arrangement, maintaining that the Board
should elect its own chairman, and that the medical inspector
has quite sufficient work as it is. The Bill for making the
change has passed the Legislative Assembly after much dis-
cussion, during which Dr. Gresswell, the medical inspector,
was warmly eulogised for the excellent work he had done,
while his high qualifications were universally admitted.

Charitable Institutions in Victoria.
The annual meetings of several of the charitable institu-

tions in Melbourne have been recently held, and their unsatis-
factory financial position has attracted attention. From the
report of the Melbourne Hospital it appears that, although
the expenditure was reduced by .62370. there is a debit
balance for the year of about &pound;2000, and the total indebted-
ness for maintenance is f:14,721. The annual report of the
Alfred Hospital disclosed a somewhat better state of things,
inasmuch as there was no debit balance, but the managers
have had to close several wards. All over the colony the
hospitals are practically State charities, carried on with
assistance from private benevolence. About 60 per cent. of
their funds are supplied from the State, about 30 per cent.


